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BAUCUS

COLLOQUY BETWEEN SENATORS BAUCUS, BURNS, GRAMM and HOLLINGS
United States Senate
September 29, 1995
SENATOR BAUCUS. Mr. President, along with my distinguished
colleague, Senator Burns, I wish to bring to the Senate's attention
a serious law enforcement problem facing too many Montana
communities.
We both received a from Ron Efta from Wibaux, Montana. Mr.
Efta is President of the Montana County Attorneys Association. The
Association points to a serious problem with a lack of prosecution
resources necessary to deal 'with cases caused by anti-government
criminal activity in our state. The increased demands that these
prosecutions create for local prosecutors and law enforcement is
well documented in court and law enforcement records and by a
letter I received from Montana Attorney General Joe Mazurek.
Fortunately, part of the legislation before us today can help
our local law enforcement and Attorney General Mazurek keep pace
with these demands. As page 40 of the Committee Report states, the
Edward Byrne Memorial State Law Enforcement Assistance Program
includes $50 million in funding for discretionary grants to "public
and private agencies and nonprofit organizations for educational
and training programs, technical assistance, improvement of state
criminal justice systems, and demonstration projects of a multijurisdictional nature."
I believe a modest investment of these
funds, approximately $100,000, should be allocated to the Office of
County Prosecution Services of the Attorney General of Montana.
And I respectfully ask the support of the distinguished managers of
this bill in making this request of the Justice Department.
SENATOR BURNS.
I share the concern of my colleague from
Montana.
This is a serious problem for our Montana law
enforcement.
I believe it is essential that a portion of the Byrne
funds be allocated for this purpose. And I join Senator Baucus in
making this request of the distinguished managers of the bill.
SENATOR GRAMM. I thank the Senators from Montana for bring
this concern to the Committee's attention. And I will encourage
the Attorney General to award this grant if the need exists.
SENATOR HOLLINGS.
I thank the Senators.
I recognize the
seriousness of this situation. And I will encourage the Attorney
General to award this grant.

